A Cruise Ship Home
A: Discussion 

1. Have you ever been on a cruise?

2. Would you like to go on one?  Where?  For how long?

3. Is a cruise a good vacation for elderly people?  Why or why not?

4. Would a cruise boat be a good place for an elderly person to live?

5. What is happening in the picture?  Use the words below.
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	What is happening in the picture?  Use the words below.

          handsome steward  (an attendant on a ship)
               elderly woman 

                    cards




 a. How old do you think the woman is?
b. Where is she?
c. What is she doing?
d. The elderly woman is retired.  What do you think is a good age to retire?

e.  Do you think the steward in the picture is handsome?

f.  Do you have a lot of bills to pay each month?  What bills do you have to pay?

g.  Do you think you will live in your hometown permanently?
h.  Would you want to live in an old people’s home, when you get old?  Why or why not?
B:  Predict      Read the title of the article and try to answer the questions

h.  Where does the woman live?

i.   Why is the woman living on a cruise ship?
j. What are some advantages of living on a cruise ship?
k. What are some disadvantages of living on a cruise ship?
C: Skim Text for Main Idea (Read first sentence of each paragraph)
	Elderly Woman Living On Cruise Ship
1. LONDON Monday July 2 (Reuters) -  A retired British woman has decided to live on a cruise ship permanently and sail round the world, because it costs no more than staying in an old people's home, a newspaper reported on Sunday.

2. Beatrice Muller, 82, only pays 55% of the normal price because she sails on the cruise ship all the time. 

3. Muller chose to make the cruise ship her home after her husband died two years ago. She pays 3,424 pounds ($4,818) a month. The basic cost of living in an old people's home in London is about 2,000 pounds she told the Sunday Express.

4. While other elderly people sit for hour after hour in retirement homes in rainy, Britain, Muller travels the seas to different, sunny countries, plays cards and dances with handsome stewards.

5.. " I don't have to do any shopping, I don't need a car and there are no gas or phone bills."
"This is where I live and I love it," she told the newspaper
6. She enjoys films from the ship's cinema and communicates with her family by e-mail from the computer room.

7. "I would have to pay about the same amount of money to stay in an old people's home and it wouldn't be nearly as much fun as it is here," she told the newspaper.

Article © 2001 Reuters Limited. 


C. Free Exchange
l. Were your predictions correct?
2   Do you think Beatrice Muller has made a good choice?  Why or why not?
3. Would you want to do the same as Beatrice when you get old?  Why or why not?
