An Eye for an Eye Punishment  by Emilie Bouchard-Bachand
Discussion questions:
1- What is an eye for an eye punishment?
2- Do you think this kind of punishment is a violation of human rights?
3- Do you think eye for an eye punishments should be legal?
4- In what cases would you authorize this kind of sentence? 

5- Would you ask for an eye for an eye punishment if someone made you suffer?

6- Have you ever heard of anyone being blinded by an acid attack?

Vocabulary: 

Match the words and the definitions. ( The vocabulary words are underlined in the text)

1) Punishment                          _  A) A tool of intimidation

2) Attacker                                _   B) Proved guilty of a crime

3) Appeal                                  _   C) A penalty for breaking the law

4) Confess                                _   D) A feeling of deep regret

5)  Turn yourself in                  _    E)  A review of a decision by a superior court    

6)   A Threat                              _   F)  A person who attacks another

7)   Remorse                             _  G) To admit to a crime
8)   Convicted of a crime                H) To go to the police and say you are guilty 
Answer the questions: 

1- Did you ever confess to doing something wrong?

2- If I help you, am I an attaker?

3- Do you sometimes feel remorse after eating a chocolat bar?

4- Do you know a case that went to appeal?

5- Give me two examples of little threats you have already said to someone.

Text: 

An Eye for and Eye
TEHRAN, Iran (CNN) -- Ameneh Bahrami is certain that one day she'll meet someone, fall in love and get married. But when her wedding day comes, her husband won't see her eyes, and she won't see her husband. Bahrami is blind, the victim of an acid attack by a rejected man.

If she gets her way, her attacker will suffer the same fate. The 31-year-old Iranian is demanding the ancient punishment of "an eye for an eye," and, in accordance with Islamic law, she wants to blind Majid Movahedi, the man who blinded her. 

"I don't want to blind him for revenge," Bahrami said in her parents' Tehran apartment. "I'm doing this to prevent it from happening to someone else." 

Bahrami says she met Movahedi in 2002, when they attended the same university. 

She was a 24-year-old electronics student. He was 19. She never noticed him until they shared a class. He sat next to her one day and brushed up against her. Bahrami says she knew it wasn't an accident. 

When Bahrami stood up in class and screamed for him to stop, Movahedi just looked at her in silence. He wouldn't stay silent for long. 

Bahrami said that over the next two years, Movahedi kept harassing her and making threats, even as he asked her to marry him. "He told me he would kill me. He said, 'You have to say yes.' " 

On a November afternoon in 2004, Movahedi's threats turned to violence. 

That day at 4:30 p.m., Bahrami left the medical engineering company where she worked. As she walked to the bus stop, she remembers sensing someone behind her. 

She turned around and was suprised to see Movahedi. A moment later came the agonizing pain. Movahedi had thrown something over her. What felt like fire on her face was acid. 

"I was just yelling, 'I'm burning! I'm burning! For God's sake, somebody help me!' " 

The acid went into Bahrami's eyes and down her face and into her mouth.. 

Two weeks after the attack, Movahedi turned himself in to police and confessed in court. He was convicted in 2005 and has been behind bars all along. 

Bahrami's lawyer, Ali Sarrafi, said Movahedi had never shown any remorse. "He says he did it because he loved her," Sarrafi said. 

Bahrami's demand has outraged some human rights activists. They say blinding Movahedi with acid  is a violation of human rights." 

Late last year, an Iranian court gave Bahrami what she asked for. It sentenced Movahedi to be blinded with drops of acid in each eye. This month, the courts rejected Movahedi's appeal. 

Bahrami's lawyer, Sarrafi, said he will be sentenced in a few weeks. He said he doesn't think Bahrami will change her mind. Neither does Bahrami. 

"If I don't do this and there is another acid attack, I will never forgive myself for as long as I live," she said. 


She's lost her big brown eyes, but she likes to smile, especially when she imagines her wedding day. 

Reading questions: 

Answer the following questions in complet sentences.

1- What punishment is Bahrmai asking for?

2- Why is Bahrami asking for this sentence? 

3- What threat did Movahedi make to Bahrami? Why? What would he do if she did not obey?

4- Did Movahedi turn himself in because he had remorse? State the sentence where the lawyer talks about it. 

5- What is Mavahedi’s argument for acting like he did? What do you think of this way to love someone?

6- Why do some people not agree with this punishment to Movahedi?

7- What is happening with the decision? What would you decide? In this case, would you allow the eye for an eye punishment or not?

Rôle play:

As we practiced a few times in class, we will do an intreview. You will be Bahrami. I will be the crown  counsel and I will have to prove that Movahedi is guilty. I will ask you questions about what happened and how you feel about it. You have to remember the story and give me good arguments so that we can get the right punishment for Movahedi. 

