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Should the government legalize assisted suicide?

Discussion questions

1. What is assisted suicide?

2. What is the possible punishment for committing assisted suicide?

3. Do you think a person should be able to choose the way she wants to die?

4. Would you be able to help a person commit suicide?

5. Should the government legalize assisted suicide?

Vocabulary

(Vocabulary words are in blue in the text)

Match the word with the definition.

1. to overturn         


a. a prison

2. to galvanize


b. a topic of concern

3. guilty



c. economic difficulties
4. a jail



d.  to permit

5. to allow



e. a prohibition
6. an issue



f. to force someone to do something

7. to coerce                               
g. to be more important than

8.  a financial burden

h. to stimulate someone to act
9. to outlaw



i. responsible for a crime
10.  a disease


j. to make illegal

11. a ban



k. to reverse a law

12. to outweigh


l. a sickness
Answer the questions.

1. Tell me about a recent story that galvanized you.

2. Are you allowed to drive a car?

3. Is a person that helps another individual to commit suicide guilty of something?

4. If you are coerced to do something, are you acting willingly?

5. Name two things that you are banned from doing as a citizen.

The fight for the right to die
CBC News Online | September 27, 2004

Sue Rodriguez forced the right-to-die debate into the spotlight in Canada. As her body withered under a terminal illness in the early 1990s, the Victoria woman fought to overturn a law that banned assisted suicide. The Supreme Court of Canada ultimately ruled against Rodriguez, but her struggle galvanized the public. 


	


A decade later, the issue hit the headlines again as Montreal police charged a 59-year-old woman with aiding suicide in the death of her playwright son in late September 2004. 

Simultaneously, an assisted suicide case was before a Duncan, B.C., court, as a 74-year-old woman faced 14 years in prison on two charges of helping two women commit suicide. 

In Canada, as in most countries, assisted suicide is illegal. But there seems to be a growing movement toward changing the laws in many countries. 

What is the difference between assisted suicide and euthanasia? 

Assisted suicide has occurred when a person – typically someone suffering from an incurable illness or chronic intense pain – intentionally kills himself with the help of another individual. 

Assisted suicide differs from euthanasia, when someone other than the patient ends the patient's life as painlessly as possible out of mercy. 

Rights to choose death emerge in 1970s 

Philosophers have contemplated the concept of a good death since ancient times. However, individual choice over dying only surfaced in intense public debate in the 1970s. 

Until then, anyone found guilty of attempted suicide in Canada – and in many other countries – could face jail time. The federal government decriminalized suicide and attempted suicide in 1972. 

The legal right to turn down medical treatment emerged at the same time, as technological advances in medicine allowed doctors to keep patients alive longer. 

The debate over patient autonomy now centres on issues of active euthanasia and assisted suicide, as patients who live in chronic intense pain or with a degenerative or terminal illness such as multiple sclerosis, AIDS or Alzheimer's fight for the right to die. 


Why is it an issue? 

People who want assisted suicide to be legalized believe that individuals should be able to control the time and circumstances of their own deaths. 

Opponents fear that vulnerable individuals may be coerced into assisted suicide to ease the financial burden of caring for them. They also worried that assisted suicide would ease pressure to provide better palliative care and for new cures and therapies. 

Religious opponents argue that God, not humans, should decide the time for death. And many medical professionals maintain it is never morally permissible for doctors to help kill a patient. 


Where Canada stands 

The Criminal Code of Canada outlaws suicide assistance, with penalties of up to 14 years in prison – but opponents have recently challenged the law's constitutionality in court. 

In the most famous case, Sue Rodriguez – a 42-year-old B.C. woman who suffered from amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or Lou Gehrig's disease – asked the Supreme Court of Canada in the early 1990s to be allowed to kill herself with a doctor's help. 

She argued that the ban on assisted suicide violated the Constitution, by curbing her rights of personal liberty and autonomy guaranteed in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 

The court rejected her argument in 1993, ruling 5-4 that society's obligation to preserve life and protect the vulnerable outweighed her rights. 

However, several judges suggested Canada's laws might need to be changed to protect people like Rodriguez, who committed suicide in 1994 with the help of an anonymous doctor. 


CBC News - http://www.cbc.ca/news/background/assistedsuicide/
Reading questions
1- Read the first paragraph and tell me what right did Sue Rodriguez fight for and what was the government’s answer to her request.

2- Name the major difference between euthanasia and assisted suicide.

3- Although philosophers have debated over the idea of a good death for centuries, in what years did the individual choice over dying appear?

4- Two rights have emerged from that new debate. Name those two rights and tell me what right is still illegal at that time.

5- What are the arguments in favor for against assisted suicide? To help you find this information look for the answers in the paragraph “Why is it an issue”.

6- What was Sue Rodriguez’s major argument in favor of assisted suicide? To help you find this information look for the answers in the paragraph “Where Canada stands”.

7- Did Sue Rodriguez listen to the government’s decision? What did she do? To help you find this information look for the answers in the paragraph “Where Canada stands”.

Role play


The debate over assisted suicide seems to have touched many people. In this role play, you will be in favor of assisted suicide while your tutor will try to persuade you to turn against this cause. You too will have to make a few good points to try and convince your opponent to stick to your position.

Answer key

Discussion questions

1. Assisted suicide occurs when a person – typically someone suffering from an incurable illness or chronic intense pain – intentionally kills himself with the help of another individual. 
2. The Criminal Code of Canada outlaws suicide assistance, with penalties of up to 14 years in prison.
3. Personal answer.

4. Personal answer.

5. Personal answer.

Vocabulary 

a. 4    b. 6     c. 8     d. 5    e.11    f. 7    g.12     h. 2    i. 3     j. 9    k. 1    l. 10

1. Personal answer.

2. Yes or No.

3. According to the Criminal Law, yes.

4. No, you are forced to do something.

5. Use a weapon against someone, commit harassment or abuse, kill, hurt intentionally, vote under 18 …

Reading questions

1- Legalize assisted suicide; the government refused her request.

2- Assisted suicide occurs when a person – typically someone suffering from an incurable illness or chronic intense pain – intentionally kills himself with the help of another individual. However, euthanasia is when someone other than the patient ends the patient's life as painlessly as possible out of mercy. 
3- 1970’s.

4- The rights to refuse medical treatment and to commit suicide have been decriminalized in the early 1970’s. However, the right to help another individual to kill himself is still illegal.

5- In favor: Individuals should be able to control the time and circumstances of their own deaths

Against: Opponents fear that vulnerable individuals may be coerced into assisted suicide to ease the financial burden of caring for them. They also worried that assisted suicide would ease pressure to provide better palliative care and for new cures and therapies. Religious opponents argue that God, not humans, should decide the time for death. And many medical professionals maintain it is never morally permissible for doctors to help kill a patient. 

6- The ban on assisted suicide violated the Constitution, by curbing her rights of personal liberty and autonomy guaranteed in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
7- Sue Rodriguez hasn’t listened to the Court since she killed herself even if she still wasn’t allowed to do so legally.

Detailed lesson plan

Objectives: - Encourage the student to speak in English and improve his fluency.

- Learn vocabulary related to the field of Legal Studies.

- Make the student read an article using the reading strategies.

Materials: Text “The fight for the right to die” and exercises in the lesson plan.

Warm-up: What did you do last class? Do you have any questions about your  

                 homework? What did you do last weekend? (Review last week  

                 vocabulary words)

Activities: 

1. Discussion questions

2. Vocabulary exercises

3. The student reads the article paragraph by paragraph silently. After each paragraph, the student or tutor will ask comprehension questions about the text or will summarize the paragraph.

4. The student answers the questions related to the text.

5. Role play

6. What do you want to do next class?
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