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                                           Discussion
1.  Do you like rap?

2. What do you like about it/ don’t like about it?
3. What rappers do you know?

4. What do you know about them?

      Guess if these statements are true or false.     
1. Rap is a mixture of poetry, singing and speaking.

2. Rappers wear very conservative clothing.

3. When rap music became known people liked it.
4. The lyrics of rap are about love and friendship.

5. Rappers thought there was no alternative to living in the ghettos
6. Tupac and and B.I. G. were bitter rivals.

7. B.I.G. sold crack before he sold records.


Rap has a history of violence, murder, controversy, sexism and high drama. (1)

Rap was popular the minute it came out. People liked the cross between poetry, singing and speaking. The words were honest, simple and angry. Rappers were a welcome alternative to all the romantic “I just called to say I love you” singers who had been in the charts for so long. (2)

Rappers had huge amounts of “attitude”. They talked about being black and living in the ghetto. They said how clever they were and how women adored them when they wore too much gold jewellery.(3)

Rap songs became more forceful, not only did they refer to women in an insulting way but they also sent another message to their listeners. Many songs contained the word “nigger” (an extremely racist name for black people). (4)

Rappers found an ideal way to rhyme with it – trigger. It was loud and clear; society and the police had been unfair to them and their ancestors and it was time to take revenge. (5)

Rap was now “officially bad”. Many rappers started their own record companies. Their aim was to be shocking. New rap heroes appeared.(6)

The notorious B. I. G. (known also as Biggie) had experience of crack deals before record deals. After he left prison, he started rapping on street corners with his friends until someone made a tape and B. I. G. became big.(7)

For the first time in his life he had the money to do it. He often said the only way out of the ghetto was rap.

Tupac had had a similar life to Biggie. They should have been friends. Instead they became bitter rivals. They belonged to different gangs. Tupac was shot in his limousine after a Mike Tyson fight. The most popular theory was that Biggie had killed him. Biggie was at a record party when the inside was sprayed with bullets from a machine gun. Biggie was dead at the age of 24. Tupac was 25.(8)

After these deaths, people’s attitudes towards rap have changed. Coolio, who had recently changed his image, mentioned in interviews that “he does the vacuuming at home and he is thinking of writing a recipe book”. He wouldn’t have mentioned that two years before! (9)
A. FIND WORDS IN THE TEXT WHICH MEAN:

1. Killing (n). _______________ (Paragraph 1)
2. Smart. _______________ (Paragraph 3)
3. Strong or powerful. _______________ (Paragraph 4)
B. ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ABOUT THE TEXT:

1. Why did people like rap the minute it came out?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What makes the difference between rap and the other kinds of music?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What was rappers’ aim when they made their songs?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What was their attitude towards society in general and the police in particular?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C.   FREE EXCHANGE  
1. Did you learn anything about rap in this text?  What?

2. How is Coolie different from Tupac and B.I.G.?  
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