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Can You Have a Good Reason for Driving too Fast?
A: Discussion questions
· What are the possible punishments for driving too fast?
· When did you get your driver’s license?
· Do you sometimes go over the legal limit? If yes, how much?
· If a person who has authority asks you to do an act not permitted by law, would you do it? Why? Or Why not?
· Do you know a street racer? Are you a street racer?

· Do you know a good samaritan? Are you a good samaritan?

B: Review vocabulary

(Words that are bold and underlined in the text)
Look up the words in the text at the next page. Put the correct word with his definition by looking at the context.
1. report an incident



a. driving or moving very fast
2. hit the gas pedal



b. impossible to contradict
3. barrelling
down the freeway

c. gave evidence as a witness
4. charged with ‘’chasing’’


d. supported
5. ironclad excuse



e. report an event
6. induced error



f. extremely high or large measure
7. testified (about a fact)                      
g. pushed hard on
8.  at a whopping 168 km/h


h. an amount of money you have to pay because you broke the law

9. sided with
 the court


i. a person trained in legal matters but not fully qualified 

10. akin to a discussion


j. succeed in persuading someone
11. fined $2, 000



k. formally accused of
12. paralegal
 (person’s role)

l. of similar character

C: Activity ( reading
· Look at the title and predict what the text will be about.
· Read each paragraph silently. 
· After each paragraph, answer the tutor’s questions.
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Street racer or good Samaritan?
By Michael Friscolanti
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To quote the justice of the peace, ‘’this is a highly unusual case.’’ It all began in the early morning hours of Feb.24, 2008, when an Ontario man, Taki Christopoulos, was driving home from his cousin’s house in downtown Toronto. As his blue BMW headed north of the city, another driver pulled up beside the car, extended his middle finger-and waved a gun. Here’s the really unusual part: when Christopoulos phoned 911 to report the incident, the operator told him to ‘’get the plate’’ of the other vehicle. So he hit the gas pedal.
[image: image3.wmf]Unfortunately for him, a traffic cop noticed both cars barrelling down the freeway…and pulled over the wrong bad guy. Christopoulos was charged with ‘’chasing’’- a violation of Ontario’s new stunt driving law - and lost his licence, and his bimmer, for seven days.
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Come trial, Christopoulos assumed he had ironclad excuse: I was simply doing what the 911 dispatcher instructed me to do. In legal jargon, such a defence is known as ‘’officially induced error.’’ But the strategy didn’t work. The officer, Const. Sven Wiggermann, testified that the BMW weaved from lane to lane, and at one point was clocked at a whopping 168 km/h. Christopoulos refutes the radar reading (he insists he never topped 120 km/h), but the court sided with the Crown. ‘’The advice received was simply to ‘’get the plate’’ of the driver who brandished a gun’’, ruled Mary Ross Hendricks, a Toronto justice of the peace. ‘’It was akin to a discussion with an appropriate official, not an authorization to engage in high-speed pursuit.’’


Christopoulos, who was fined $2,000, has filed an appeal. ‘’He accelerated briefly to try to obtain the plate, and then slowed right back down when he realized the other vehicle was going much too fast,‘’ says his paralegal, Phil Alexiu. ‘’And the only reason he even accelerated was because he was directed by 911 to see if he could obtain the plate.’’
Reading questions: 
Paragraph 1: 

1. What was doing Taki Christopoulos before he called 911?
2. Why did he call 911?
3. What did the dispatcher tell him to do?
4. What did Christopoulos do to get the plate?

Paragraph 2:

5. Who did the police officer stop?
6. What was Christopoulos charged with?
7. What did he lose for seven days?

Paragraph 3: 
8. What is the name of the defence that Christopoulos used in legal terms?
9. Which side did the court take?

Paragraph 4: 
10. What was the penalty for Christopoulos?

D: Production Task 

1. Tutor (Police officer): Ask questions about what happened.
            Student: You are Christopoulos. Tell what happened to you.

2. Is Christopoulos a street racer or a good samaritan? Why?

E: Review vocabulary

Answer the questions:

1- Tell me an incident that happened to you recently.
2- Do you want to be a paralegal or a lawyer? Why? 
3- Did you ever get a fine? For what?
4- Would you like to testify in a criminal case? Why?

5- Can you tell me a fact that is ironclad?
6- Who would you side with in the following situation? 

-
              The student’s association wants to strike but many students don’t want to.  
Answer key: 

A: Discussion
· What are the possible punishments for driving too fast?
Depending of the seriousness of the situation: Pay a fine, 6 months to 5 years in jail, lose the licence…

· When did you get your driver’s license?
Personal answer
· Do you sometimes go over the legal limit? If yes, how much?
Personal answer

· If a person who has authority asks you to do an act not permitted by law, would you do it? Why? Or Why not?

Personal answer

· Do you know a street racer? Are you a street racer?

Personal answer

· Do you know a good samaritan? Are you a good samaritan?

Personal answer

B: Review vocabulary

(Tutor can give synonyms or try to explain in a situation if the student has no idea)
1. report an incident


3
a. driving or moving very fast

2. hit the gas pedal


5
b. impossible to contradict
3. barrelling
down the freeway
7
c. gave evidence as a witness
4. charged with ‘’chasing’’

9
d. supported
5. ironclad excuse


1
e. report an event
6. induced error


8
f. extremely high or large measure
7. testified (about a fact)            
 2         g. pushed hard on

8.  at a whopping 168 km/h

11
h. an amount of money you have to pay because you broke the law

9. sided with
 the court

12
i. a person trained in legal matters but not fully qualified 

10. akin to a discussion

6
j. succeed in persuading someone
11. fined $2, 000


4
k. formally accused of 
12. paralegal
 (person’s role)
10
l. of similar character

C: Activity ( reading
Reading questions: 

Paragraph 1: 

1. What was doing Taki Christopoulos before he called 911?

He was driving back home form his cousin’s house in downtown Toronto.
2. Why did he call 911?

He called 911 because a driver pulled his car beside him and waved a gun.
3. What did the dispatcher tell him to do?

The operator told him to get the plate of the other vehicle.
4. What did Christopoulos do to get the plate?

He hit the gas pedal to go faster.
Paragraph 2: 

5. Who did the police officer stop?

The police officer stopped Taki Christopoulos, the wrong guy.
6. What was Christopoulos charged with?

He was charged with ‘’chasing .’’
7. What did he lose for seven days?
He loses his license and his vehicle for seven days.

Paragraph 3: 

8. What is the name of the defence that Christopoulos used in legal terms?

The name of the defence in legal jargon is ‘’officially induced error.’’
9. Which side did the court take?

The court sided with the Crown on this case.

Paragraph 4: 

10. What was the penalty for Christopoulos?

He has to pay $2.000.

E: Review vocabulary
Answer the questions:

1- Tell me an incident that happened to you recently.

Personal answer
2- Do you want to be a paralegal or a lawyer? Why? 
Personal answer

3- Did you ever get a fine? For what?

Personal answer

4- Would you like to testify in a criminal case? Why?

Personal answer

5- Can you tell me a fact that is ironclad?
Personal answer
6- Who would you side with in the following situation? 

-  The student’s association wants to strike but many students don’t want to.  

Personal answer
Detailed lesson plan

Objective(s): 

- Learn vocabulary related to the field of Legal Studies.

- Make the student read a text using the reading strategies.

- Encourage the student to speak in English and help him to improve his fluency.

Materials: 

Text “Street racer or good Samaritan?” and exercises in the lesson.

Warm-up: 

What did you do last class? 
Do you have any questions about your homework? 
Review last week vocabulary words
Activities: 

1. Get the student to ask tutor personal questions

2. Discussion questions

3. Vocabulary exercises
Tell the student to at the words in context. (Find the word in the text before defining the word)
4. The student reads the title
 Ask him/her to predict what the text will be about.

5. The student looks at the picture 

Look if his predictions were good.
6. The student reads the text paragraph by paragraph. After each paragraph, the student tries to summarize the paragraph and the tutor will ask comprehension questions about the text.

7. The student answers the questions related to the text.

8. Role play or discussion
9. Review new vocabulary
10. What do you want to do next class?

What did you actually do?
