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Glossary of Medical Terms / Abbreviation

In common with many other industries, the health care field has its own "shorthand." Listed below are some of the words and abbreviations frequently used in a hospital setting. 

Care should be taken with the use and interpretation of abbreviations since there is often more

than one meaning to an abbreviation. Some hospitals and specialities have their own lists of accepted abbreviations. 

A

A
Anterior

AA
Acute appendicitis, Amino Acid

AAA
Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm

A & P
Auscultation and Percussion

AB
Antibiotic

Ab
Antibody, abortion

Abd
Abdomen, abdominal

ABE
Acute Bacterial Endocarditis

ABG
Arterial Blood Gas

AC
Air Conduction, Alternating Current, Adrenal Cortex, Axiocervical, Ascending colon

ac
Before Meals

ACA
Anterior Cerebral Artery

ACB
Aorto-Coronary Bypass

Acc
Accommodation

ACG
Angiocardiography

ACLS
Advanced Cardiac Life Support

ACTH
Adrenocorticotropic Hormone

ADD
Attention Deficit Disorder 

ad
Until

ADH
Anti-diuretic Hormone

ADL
Activities Of Daily Living

ad lid
As Desired

AE
Above The Elbow (amputation)

A/V
Air Entry

AF
Atrial Fibrillation, Amniotic fluid

AGN
Acute Glomerulonephritis

AHA
Auto-immune Hemolytic Anemia

AHD
Arteriosclerotic heart disease 

AI
Aortic Insufficiency, Artificial Insemination

AIDS
Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome

AIP
Acute Intermittent Porphyria

AJ
Ankle Jerk (reflex)

AK
Above The Knee (amputation) 

ALL
Acute Lymphocytic Leukemia

ALS
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis

am
Morning

AMA
Against Medical Advice

AMI
Acute Myocardial Infarction

AML
Acute Myelogenous Leukemia

amt.
Amount

ANA
Antinuclear Antibody

ANC
Antenatal Clinic

ANF
Antinuclear Factor

Ao
Aorta

AODM Adult-Onset Diabetes Mellitus

AP
Abdominal Peritoneal, Angina Pectoris

APB
Atrial Premature Beat

APC
Atrial Premature Contractions

APH
Ante Partum Haemorrhage

appt.
Appointment

AR
Aortic Regurgitation

ARD
Acute Respiratory Disease

ARF
Acute Respiratory Failure, Acute Renal Failure, Acute Rheumatic Fever

ARM
Artificial Rupture of Membranes

AS
Aortic Stenosis, Arteriosclerosis, Ankylosing Spondylitis

ASA
Acetylsalicylic acid (aspirin)

ASAP
As Soon As Possible

asc
Arteriosclerosis  

ASD
Atrial Septal Defect

ASHD
Arteriosclerotic Heart Disease

ASIS
Anterior Superior Iliac Spine

ass. 
Assessment

ATN 
Acute Tubular Necrosis

AV 
Atrio-Ventricular, Arterio-Venous

av. 
Average

AVF 
Arterio-Venous Fistula

AVM 
Arterio-Venous Malformation

AVN 
Arterio Ventricular Node 

AVR 
Aortic Valve Replacement

AVS 
Arterio-Venous Shunt

A&W 
Alive and Well

AWOL Absent without Leave

B

b. 
Born

BA 
Barium

B/A 
Backache

BAD 
Bipolar Affective Disorder

BaE 
Barium Enema

BB 
Beta-Blocker (drug)

BBB 
Bundle Branch Block, Blood-Brain Barrier

BBT 
Basic Body Temperature

BC 
Bone Conduction

b/c 
Because Of

BCC 
Basal Cell Carcinoma

BCG 
Bacillus Calmette-Guérin vaccine

BCP 
Birth Control Pill

BE 
Below The Elbow (amputation) , Barium Enema, Base Excess

BID 
Twice a day

bil. 
Bilateral 

bili.
Bilirubin

BK 
Below The Knee (amputation)

BL 
Blood Loss

BM 
Bone Marrow, Bowel Movement, 

BMR 
Basal Metabolic Rate

BMT 
Bone Marrow Transplant

BO 
Bowel Obstruction

BP 
Blood Pressure

BPH 
Benign Prostatic Hypertrophy

BPM 
Beats (Breaths)  Per Minute

BR 
Bed Rest

br 
Brother

BRP
Bathroom Priveleges

BS 
Bowel Sounds, Breath sounds, Blood Sugar

BT 
Brain Tumor

BUN 
Blood, Urea, Nitrogen

BW 
Birth Weight

Bx 
Biopsy

C

C-spine Cervical Spine

C/O 
Complains Of

C1, C2, etc First and Second Cervical Vertebrae Etc. (C1-7)

CA 
Cancer, Carcinoma

Ca 
Calcium

CABG Coronary Artery Bypass Graft

CAD 
Coronary Artery Disease

CAH 
Chronic Active hepatitis

CAHD Coronary Arteriosclerotic Heart Disease

CAL 
Chronic Airway Limitation

cal
Calories


CAPD Chronic Ambulatory Peritoneal Dialysis

CAS 
Coronary Arteriosclerosis

CAT
Computer Axial Tomography

cath
Catheterization

CBC 
Complete Blood Count

CBF 
Cerebral Blood Flow

CC 
Chief Complaint

cc
Cubic Centimeters


CCF 
Congestive Cardiac Failure

CCU 
Coronary Care Unit

CDC 
Calculated Date of Confinement

CDH 
Congenital Dislocation of Hip

CF 
Complement fixation, Cystic Fibrosis

cf 
Compare, compared to 

CGN 
Chronic Glomerulonephritis

CHB 
Complete Heart Block

CHF 
Congestive Heart Failure

CHI 
Closed Head Injury

CIS 
Carcinoma In Situ

CLL 
Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia

cm 
Centimeters

CML 
Chronic Myelocytic Leukemia

CMS 
Color Mobility Sensation (below cast)

CMU 
Cardiac Monitoring Unit

CN 
Cranial Nerves

CNS 
Central Nervous System

CO 
Carbon monoxide, Cardiac Output

co 
Without

c/o 
(patient) complains of  

COAD Chronic Obstructive Airways Disease

COH 
Carbohydrate

COLD Chronic Obstructive Lung Disease

comp 
Complications e.g. of surgery

COPD Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease

CP 
Cerebral Palsy, Chest Pain

CPA 
Cerebello-Pontine Angle, Costophrenic Angle

CPAP Continuous Positive Airway Pressure

CPK 
Creatine Phosphokinase

CPR 
Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation

CPS 
(Drug reference book)

Cr 
Creatinine

CRA 
Central Retinal Artery

CRF 
Chronic Respiratory Failure, Chronic Renal Failure

CRSP 
Central (or crushing) Retrosternal Pain

C & S Culture and Sensitivity (to antibiotics) 

C/S 
Caesarean Section

CSF 
Cerebrospinal Fluid

CT Scan Computerised Axial Tomography 

CTB 
Cease To Breathe (die)

CTR 
Carpal Tunnel Release

CVA 
Cerebral Vascular Accident, Costovertebral Angle (where kidney is)

CVAT Costovertebral Angle Tenderness

CVP 
Central Venous Pressure

CVS  
Cardiovascular System, Chorionic Villus Sampling

CVT 
Cardiovascular and Thoracic surgery

CW 
Chest Wall, Crutch Walking

c/w 
Consistent with

Cx 
Cervix, Cortex 

CXR 
Chest X-Ray

D

D 
Daughter, divorced

d 
Day, Dead, Died

D1, D2, etc. Dorsal vertebra # 2, 2

DAT 
Diet As Tolerated

DB&C
Deep Breathing and Coughing

D & C Dilatation And Curettage

D/C 
Discharge, discontinue (e.g. medication)

DDD 
Degenerative Disk Disease

DDx 
Differential Diagnosis

D&E 
Dilatation and Evacuation (of uterus)

dec. 
Decrease

DI 
Diabetes Insipidus

DIC 
Disseminated Intravascular Coagulation

diff. 
Differential

disloc. Dislocation

DIP 
Distal Interphalangeal (Joint), Desquamative Interstitial Pneumonia

DJD 
Degenerative Joint Disease

DKA 
Diabetic Ketoacidosis

DLE 
Disseminated (discoid) Lupus Erythem.

DLMP Date of Last Menstrual Period

DM 
Diastolic Murmur, Diabetes Mellitus

DNA
Did Not Arrive, Did Not Answer

DNR 
(patient) Do Not Resuscitate

DNW 
(patient) Did Not Wait (to be seen)

DOA 
Date Of Admission, Dead On Arrival 

DOB 
Date of Birth

Drsg
Dressing

DTR 
Deep Tendon Reflexes

DTs 
Delirium Tremens

DU 
Duodenal Ulcer

DUB 
Dysfunctional Uterine Bleeding

DVT 
Deep Vein Thrombosis

Dx 
Diagnosis

DZ 
Disease

E

EAC
External Auditory Canal

EBL 
Estimated Blood Loss

EBV 
Epstein-Barr Virus

ECC 
Extracorporeal Circulation

ECF 
Extracellular fluid

ECG 
Electrocardiogram

ECT 
Electroconvulsive (shock) Therapy

EDC 
Estimated Date of Confinement

EEG 
Electroencephalogram.

EF 
Ejection Fraction (heart)

EJ 
External jugular (vein)

EGU 
Evacuation of a Gravid Uterus

EKG
Electrocardiogram

EMG 
Electromyogram

ENG 
Electronystagmogram

ENT 
Ear, Nose and Throat

E/O 
Excision Of

EOM 
Extraocular Muscles

epi  
Epinephrine

EPF 
Exophthalmos Producing Factor

EPS 
Exophthalmos Producing Substance

ER 
Emergency room, External rotation

ERCP Endoscopic Retrograde Cholangio-Pancreatography

esp. 
Especially 

ESR 
Erythrocyte Sedimentation Rate

ET 
Endotracheal Tube 

EtOH 
(Ethyl) alcohol

EUA 
Examination Under Anaesthetic

F

F to N
Finger to nose

F(x) 
Function

Fa 
Father

FA 
Femoral Artery

FB 
Foreign Body

f/b 
Followed by 

FBC 
Full Blood Count

FBS 
Fasting Blood Sugar (before breakfast)

FC 
Foley Catheter

FFP 
Fresh Frozen Plasma

FH 
Family History

FHR 
Fetal heart Rate

FHS 
Fetal Heart Sounds

FROM Full Range Of Motion

FS 
Frozen Section

FSH 
Follicle Stimulating Hormone

F/U 
Follow Up

FUO 
Fever of Unknown Origin

FX, # 
Fracture

G

GA 
General Anaesthetic, General Appearance

GB 
Gall Bladder, Guillain-Barré Syndrome

GC 
Gonococcus, Gonorrhea

GCS 
Glasgow Coma Scale

GE 
Gastroenteritis

GF 
girl-friend, grandfather

GFR 
Glomerular Filtration Rate

GH 
Growth Hormone

GI 
Gastrointestinal

GIS 
Gastrointestinal System

GIT 
Gastrointestinal Tract

GTT 
Glucose Tolerance Test

GLC 
Glaucoma

GM(S)
Grand Mal Seizure 

gm 
gram

GP 
General Practitioner

GPI 
General Paresis of the Insane (syphilis)

GS 
General Surgery

GSW 
Gunshot Wound

GTT 
Glucose Tolerance Test 

gtt 
Drops 

GU 
Gastric Ulcer, Genito-urinary 

GUS 
Genito-urinary System

Gyn. 
Gynaecology

H

H2O
Water

HA 
Headache

hall. 
Hallucinations

Hb 
Hemoglobin

HBD 
Has Been Drinking

HBP 
High Blood Pressure

HC 
Head Circumference, Hydrocortisone

Hct 
Hematocrit 

HD 
Hip Disarticulation, Herniated (intervertebral) Disk, Hodgkin’s Disease

HDL 
High Density Lipoprotein

HFD 
High Forceps Delivery

Hg 
Mercury

hgb
Hemoglobin

HGH 
Human Growth Hormone

HH 
Hiatus Hernia

HI 
Hypodermic Injection

HIR 
Head Injury Routine

HJR 
Hepato-Jugular Reflux

HIV 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus

H&N 
Head and Neck

HNPU Has Not Passed Urine

H&P 
History and physical

HPI 
History of Present Illness

HPT 
Hypertension 

HR 
Heart Rate

HRP 
High Risk Pregnancy

ht
height

HTN
Hypertension

HVD 
Hypertensive Vascular Disease

Hx 
History

HZ 
Herpes Zoster

I

IA
Intra-arterial

IABP
Intra-aortic balloon pump

ICA
Internal carotid artery

ICF
Intracellular fluid

ICP
Intracranial pressure

ICS
Intercostal space 

ICU
Intensive care unit

ID
Infectious diseases, Intradermal

I&D
Incision and drainage 

IDDM
Insulin Dependent Diabetes Mellitus

IF
Interstitial Fluid, Intrinsic Factor

IH
Inguinal Hernia  

IHD
Ischemic Heart Disease

IHSS
Idiopathic hypertrophic subaortic stenos

IJ
Internal Jugular

IM
Intramuscular 

IMA
Inferior mesenteric artery

IMB
Intermenstrual bleeding

imp.
Impression (assessment)

ind. 
Independent

info
Information

inj.
Injury, injuries or injection

I/O
(fluid) Input and Output

IOFB
Intraocular foreign body

IOL
Intraocular lens

IOP 
Intraocular Pressure

IP
Interphalangeal (joints), Intraperitoneal

IPPA
Inspection, Palpation, Percussion, Auscultation

IPPB
Intermittent Positive Pressure Breathing

IPPV
Intermittent Positive Pressure Ventilation

IR
Internal Rotation

IS 
Intercostal Space

ITP
Idiopathic Thrombocytopenic Purpura

IU
Intrauterine

IUD
Intrauterine Death (of fetus), Intrauterine (contraceptive) device

IUCD Intrauterine Contraceptive Device

IUGR
Intrauterine Growth Retardation

IV 
Intravenous

IVC 
Inferior Vena Cava

IVH
Intravenous hyperalimentation

IVP 
Intravenous Pyelogram (X-ray of kidneys)

J
JJ
Jaw Jerk

JODM
Juvenile-onset diabetes mellitus

JRA
Juvenile rheumatoid arthritis

JVD
Jugular Venous Distension

JVP
Jugular Venous Pressure

K

K
Potassium

KB
Knee Bearing, Ketone bodies

Kg
Kilogram

KJ
Knee jerk

KP
Keratic Precipitates

KS
Kaposi’s Sarcoma

KUB
(x-ray of ) Kidneys, Ureter, Bladder

KVO
Keep Vein Open

KVP
Keep Vein Open

L

L
Left , Liver, 

L1, L2
etc First and Second Lumbar Vertebrae Etc (L1-L5)

LA
Left Atrium, Left arm, Local Anesthesia

lab
Laboratory (results)

LAD
Left anterior Descending (coronary a.), Left Axis Deviation

LAH
Left Anterior Hemiblock

LAP
Left Atrial Pressure

LBBB
Left Bundle-Branch Block

LBO
Large Bowel Obstruction

LBP
Low Back Pain

LCA
Left Coronary Artery

LCM
Left Costal margin

LCS
Low Continuous suction

LDL
Low Density Lipoproteins

LE
Lower Extremity (thigh and leg), Lupus Erythematosus

lens
eye

LES
Lower Esophageal Sphincter

LFA
Left Frontal Anterior presentation

LFP
Left Frontal Posterior presentation

LFT
Left Frontal Transverse presentation,  Liver Function Tests

lg
Large

LGA
Large for gestational age

LH
Left Hand, Luteinizing Hormone

LHF
Left heart Failure

LICS
Left Intercostal Space

LIF 
Left Iliac Fossa

LIH
Left Inguinal hernia

LK
Left Kidney

LL
Left Leg

LLD
Left Lateral Decubitus

LLE
Left Lower Extremity

LLL
Left Lower Lobe (of lung)

LLQ
Lower Left Quadrant

LMA
Left Mentum Anterior presentation

LML
Left Medio-Lateral (episiotomy)

LMN
Lower Motor Neuron

LMP
Last Menstrual Period, Left Mentum Posterior presentation

LMT
Left Mentum Traverse presentation

LN
Lymph node

LNMP
Last Normal Menstrual Period

LOA
Left Occiput Anterior presentation

LOC
Laxative of (patient’s) choice, Level Of Consciousness, Loss Of Consciousness

LOL
Little Old  Lady  

LOM 
Limitation Of Motion

LOP
Left Occiput Transverse presentation

LP
Light Perception, Lumbar Puncture

LPA
Left Pulmonary Artery

LPH
Left Posterior Hemiblock

LR 
Labor room, Light Reaction, Light Reflex

LRQ 
Lower Right Quadrant

LRT 
Lower Respiratory Tract

LRTI 
Lower Respiratory Tract Infection

LS
Lumbosacral

LSA
Left Sacrum Anterior presentation

LSB
Left Sternal Border

LSKB
Liver, spleen, Kidneys, Bladder

LSP
Left Sacrum Posterior presentation

LST
Left Sacrum Transverse presentation

LSTL
Laparoscopic Tubal Ligation

LT
Light Touch (neurol. sensory exam)

LUE
Left Upper Extremity

LUL
Left Upper Lobe (of lung), Left Upper (eye) Lid

LUQ
Left Upper Quadrant (of abdomen)

LUSB
Left Upper Sternal Border

LUSC Lower Uterine Caesarean Section

LV 
Left Ventricle

LVF 
Left Ventricle Failure

Lytes
Electrolytes

M

M 
Male, Murmur

m.
Married

M0 
No evidence of lymph node Metastases

M1, M2, M3, M4  Indicates the degree/ extent of Metastases

MAD
Major Affective Disorder

MBA 
Multiple Biochemistry Analysis

MBD
Minimal Brain Dysfunction

MCA
Middle Cerebral Artery

MCL
Mid-Clavicular Line

MCP
Metacarpophalangeal (joints)

MD
Muscular Dystrophy

MDI
Manic-Depressive Illness

ME
Macular Edema

MEA
Multiple Endocrine Adenomatosis (I,II)

met(s)
metastasis, metastases

mg 
Milligrams

MH 
Malignant Hyperthermia, Marital History, Mental health

MI 
Myocardial Infarction, Mitral Incompetence, Mitral Insufficiency

MIC
Minimum Inhibitory Concentration

mict. 
Micturition

MICU
Medical Intensive Care Unit

MMPI
Psychological test of personality

MMR
Measles, Mumps and Rubella (vaccine)

mo
Month, Mother

MOD
Medical Outpatient Department

mono
Infectious Mononucleosis

MOW
Meals on Wheels

MP
Metacarpo-Phalangeal joint

MR
May Repeat prescription, Mental Retardation, Mitral Regurgitation



MR & F Manual Rotation and Forceps

MRI 
Magnetic Resonance Imaging

MS 
Mitral Stenosis, Multiple Sclerosis

MSE
Mental Status Examination

MSK
Musculo-Skeletal  system

MSR
Myotatic Stretch Reflex

MSS
Musculo-Skeletal System

MSU
 Mid-Stream Urine

MT
Empty

MTP
Metatarsophalangeal (joint)

MUA 
Manipulation Under Anaesthetic

MV
Mitral Valve

MVA 
Motor Vehicle Accident

MVI
Multivitamins (trade name)

MVP
Mitral Valve Prolapse

MVR
Mitral Valve Replacement

Myop. Myopia

N

N
Normal, Nurse

N0 
No Regional Lymph Node Abnormality Demonstrated

N1, N2, N3, N4 Indicates the degrees of lymph Node abnormality

NA
Not Available

N/A
Not Applicable

NAD
No Abnormality Detected, No Apparent Distress

Na 
Sodium

NAS
No Added Salt (diet)

NB 
Newborn

NC
No Complaints

N/C
Non-Contributory

NCS
Nerve Conduction Studies (or Speed)

NCV
Nerve Conduction Velocity

ND
Normal Delivery, Not Done

neg.
negative

NFA
No Fixed Address

N/G
Nasogastric (e.g. tube)

NGR
Nasogastric Replacement (of fluids)

NIUC
Neurological Intensive Care Unit

NIDDM Non Insulin Dependent Diabetes Mellitus

NKA
No Known Allergies

NL
Normal

NMR
Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (imaging)

NMS
Neuroleptic Malignant Syndrome

NMT
No More Than

NNO
No New Orders

NOAD No Other Abnormality Detected

NOF 
Neck Of Femur

NPH
Normal-Pressure Hydrocephalus

NPO 
Nil Per Os, Nil by mouth

NS
Nephrotic Syndrome, Neurosurgical, Not Seen

N/S
Normal Saline

NSAIA Non-Steroidal Anti-Inflammatory Agent

NSAID Non-Steroidal Anti-Inflammatory Drug

NSD
Normal Spontaneous Delivery

NSR
Normal Sinus Rhythm

NST
Non-Stress Test (obstet.)

NSU
Non-Specific Urethritis

NSV
Non-Specific Vaginitis

NSVD
Normal Spontaneous Vaginal Delivery

NT
Naso-Tracheal (tube)

NTG
Nitroglycerin (for angina)

N/V
Nausea and Vomiting

NVD
Nausea, Vomiting, Diarrhea

NWB
Non-Weight-Bearing

NYD
Not Yet Diagnosed

O

O
Objective (findings in short Md’s note)

O2
Oxygen

O/E 
On Examination

O/A 
On Admission (to ward or hospital)

OA 
Occiput Anterior presentation, Osteoarthritis

OAG
Open-Angle Glaucoma

OB
Obstetric

OBG
Obstetrics and Gynecology

OBS
Obstetric, Organic Brain Syndrome

OC
Oral Contraceptive

occ
Occasional(-ly)

OCG
Oral Cholecystogram


OD 
Every Day, Overdose, Oculus Dexter (Right Eye)

ODA
Operating Day Admission

O/E
On Examination

OGTT Oral Glucose Tolerance Test

OI
Osteogenisis Imperfecta

oint
Ointment

OM
Otitis Media

O/N
Overnight

OOB
Out Of Bed

OOL
Out On Leave

OP
Occiput Posterior presentation, Opening Pressure , Ova and Parasites (seen in stool)

OPD Out Patients Department

Ophth., Oph Ophthalmology

OPV
Oral Polio Vaccine

OR
Operating room

ORIF 
Open Reduction and Internal Fixation

OS 
Oculus Sinister (Left Eye)

OT
Occupational Therapy, Therapist

OTC
Over-The Counter (medication)

OU 
Oculus Uterque (in both eyes)

P

P
Plan in short Md’s note, Pulse

P2
Pulmonic second heart sound

p.c. 
After Meals (Post Cibum)

PA 
Pernicious Anemia. Posterior-Anterior (x-ray technique),  Pulmonary Artery

P&A
Percussion and Auscultation (lung exam)

PAB
Premature Atrial Beat

PAC
Premature Atrial Contraction

PAL
Posterior Axillary Line

PAN
Polyarteritis Nodosa

PAP 
Papanicolaou Smear, Primary Atypical Pneumonia, 

PAT
Paroxysmal Atrial Tachycardia

PAWP
Pulmonary Artery Wedge Pressure

PBC
Primary Biliary Cirrhosis 

PC
Packed (red) Cells

pc 
After Meals

PCG
Phonocardiogram

PCK
Polycystic Kidney

PCP
Pneumocystis Carinii Pneumonia, Phencyclidine (angel dust)

PCWP
Pulmonary Capillary Wedge Pressure

PD 
Personality Disorder (psych), Provisional Diagnosis

PDA
Patent Ductus Arteriosus

PE 
Pulmonary Embolism

P/E
Physical Examination 

PEEP
Positive End Expiratory Pressure

PEF
Peak Expiratory Flow

PERL
Pupils Equal and Reactive to Light

PERLA  Pupils Equal and Reactive to Light & Accommodation 


PersHx
 Personal History (psych)

PET scan Positron Emission Tomography scan

PI 
Present Illness

PIUC
Pediatric Intensive Care Unit

PID 
Pelvic Inflammatory Disease

PIP 
Proximal Interphalangeal (Joint)

PH 
Past History

pit
Pituitary

PJB
Premature Junctional Beat 

PJC
Premature Junctional Contraction

PKD
Polycystic Kidney Disease

PKU
Phenylketonuria

Plt
Platelets

PM
Afternoon, Petit mal (seizure), Post-mortem (autopsy)

PMH
Past Medical History

PMI
Point of Maximal Impulse (of heart)

PMS
Premenstrual Syndrome

PMT
Premenstrual Tension

PND
Paroxysmal Nocturnal Dyspnea, Post-Nasal Drip

PNH
Paroxysmal Nocturnal hemoglobinuria


PNS 
Peripheral Nervous System

PO 
Post Operatively

po 
By Mouth (Per Os)

POC
Products Of Conception

POD – 1 Post-Operative Day number one

POMR
Problem-Oriented Medical Record

POP 
Plaster Of Paris

PP
Pin-Prick (sensory exam of CNS), Post-Partum, Pulse Pressure, Pulsus Paradoxus

pp 
Post Prandial (after meals)

ppd
Packs Per Day (cigarettes)

PPD – 1 Post-Partum Day number one

PPH 
Post Partum Haemorrhage

PPP
Peripheral Pulses Present

ppt
Precipitate


PR
Presbyopia, Pulse Rate

pr 
Per Rectum

PRA 
Plasma Rennin Activity

prep
Prepare for surgery

primip
Primipara


prn 
As Needed (Pro Re Nata) drug when required

PROM
 Passive Range Of Motion, premature Rupture of Membranes

PSC
Primary Sexual Characteristic

PSM
Pan-Systolic Murmur

PSNP
Progressive Supranuclear Palsy

PSS
Progressive Systemic Sclerosis, scleroderma

PSVT
Paroxysmal Supraventricular Tachycardia

Pt 
Patient

PT
Physiotherapy, Physiotherapist, Posterior Tibial (artery)

PTA
Prior To Admission

PTS 
Permanent Threshold Shift

PTT
Partial Thromboplastin Time

PTX
Pneumothorax

PUD
Peptic Ulcer Disease

PUO 
Pyrexia (fever) of Unknown Origin

PUVA
Psoralen and Ultra-violet A treatment 

PV 
Plasma Volume, Portal Vein, Per Vagina

PVB
Premature Ventricular Beat

PVC
Premature Ventricular Contraction

PVD 
Peripheral Vascular Disease

PVH
Portal Venous Hypertension

PVT
Paroxysmal Ventricular Tachycardia

PWB
Partial Weight Bearing

PX
Physical Examination

Px
Pneumothorax, prognosis

PZI
Protamine Zinc Insulin

Q

q
each; for example Qweek, each week

q6h 
Every Six Hours

q8h 
Every 8 Hours

qd 
Every Day, once a day

qh
Every Hour

qid 
Four Times A Day 

QNS
Quantity not sufficient

qod
Every Other Day

qs
Sufficient Quantity (quantum sufficiat)

R

R 
Right 

R/O 
Removal Of, Rule Out

RA 
Rheumatoid Arthritis, Right Arm, Right Atrium

R/A
Room Air (i.e. without oxygen mask)

RAD
Right Axis Deviation 

RAE
Right Atrial Enlargement

RAM
Rapid Alternating movements (neurlo.)

RBBB
Right Bundle Branch Block

RBC 
Red Blood Cell, Red Blood Count

RCA
Right Coronary Artery

RCM
Right Costal Margin

RD
Retinal Detachment

RE
Rectal Examination

REM
Rapid Eye Movements (stage of sleep)

RER 
Renal Excretion Rate

RF 
Renal Failure, Respiratory Failure, Rheumatic Fever

RFA
Right Frontal Anterior presentation

RFP
Right Frontal Posterior presentation

RFT
Right Frontal Transverse presentation

RH
Right Hand

RHD
Rheumatic Heart Disease

RHF 
Right Sided Heart Failure

RI
Regular Insulin

RICS
Right Inter-Costal Space

RICU
Respiratory Intensive Care Unit

RIF 
Right Iliac Fossa

RIH
Right Inguinal Hernia

RK
Right Kidney

RL
Right Leg

R/L
Right to Left

RLD
Right Lateral Decubitus

RLE
Right Lower Extremity

RLF
Retrolental Fibroplasia

RLL
Right Lower Lobe (of lung), Right Lower (eye) Lid

RLQ 
Right Lower Quadrant

RMA
Right Mentum Anterior presentation

RML
Right Middle Lobe

RMP
Right Mentum Posterior presentation

RMT
Right Mentum Transverse presentation

RN
Registered Nurse

RNA
Registered Nursing Assistant

RO
To be ruled out in the differential diagnosis

R/O 
Removal Of

ROA
Right Occiput Anterior presentation

ROM 
Range Of Motion

ROP
Right Occiput Posterior presentation

ROS
Review Of Systems (functional enquiry)

ROT
Right Occiput Transverse presentation

RPA
Retropharyngeal Abscess, Right Pulmonary Artery

RPGN
Rapidly Progressive glomerulonephritis

RR
Recovery Room

R/R
Respiratory Rate

RRR
Regular Rate and Rhythm (heart)

RS
Review of System

RSA
Right Sacrum Anterior presentation

RSB
Right Sternal Border

RSCP
Retrosternal Chest Pain

RSP
Right Sacrum Posterior presentation

RST
Right Sacrum Traverse presentation

RSV
Respiratory Syncytial Virus

RT
Radiation Therapy, Radiotherapy, Respiratory Technician or Therapist

Rt
Right

RTA
Renal Tubular Acidosis

RTC
Return To Clinic

RTI 
Respiratory Tract Infection

RUE
Right Upper Extremity

RUL
Right Upper Lobe (of lung), Right Upper (eye) Lid

RV
Recto-Vaginal, Residual Volume (lung tests), Right Ventricle

RVEDP Right Ventricular End-Diastolic Pressure

RVEDV Right Ventricular End-Diastolic Volume

RVH
Right Ventricular Hypertrophy

Rx 
Prescription, Treatment

rxn
Reaction


S

S
Son, Subjective (patient’s complaints)

S1, S2 
First and second Sacral Vertebrae, First and Second Heart sounds

S/A
Sino-Atrial (node)

SAH
Subarachnoid Hemorrhage

SB
Sinus Bradycardia, Spina Bifida

s/b
Seen by (Dr X…)

SBE
Subacute Bacterial Endocarditis

SBO
Small Bowel Obstruction

SBR
Strict Bed Rest

SC
Spinal Cord, Subcutaneous (injection)

SCA
Sickle Cell Anemia

SCC 
Squamous Cell Carcinoma

SCD
Subacute Combined Degeneration

SCI
Spinal Cord Injury

SD 
Shoulder Disarticulation, Standard Deviation

SDH
Subdural Hematoma

SE
Side Effect

SEM
Systolic Ejection Murmur

SEMI
Sub-Endocardial Myocardial Infarct

SFD
Salt-Free Diet, Small For Dates (newborn)

SG
Specific Gravity

SGA
Small for Gestational age

SICU
Surgical Intensive Care Unit

SIDS
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome

SLE
Systemic Lupus Erythematosus

SLR
Straight-Leg Raising

sm
small

SMA
Superior Mesenteric Artery

SMR 
Submucous Resection (Septectomy)

S-O
Salpingo-Oophortectomy

SOB 
Short Of Breath

SOBOE Short Of Breath On Exertion


SOF 
Shaft Of Femur

SOH 
Shaft Of Humerus

SOP
Standard Operating Procedure

sore
Open area on skin or mucous membrane


sos 
If necessary (Si Opus Sit)

S/P
Status post…, State After……

SPP
Suprapubic Prostatectomy

SPROM Spontaneous Premature Rupture Of Membranes

SSC
Secondary Sexual Characteristics

SSPE
Subacute Sclerosing Pan-Encephalitis

S&S 
Signs and Symptoms

SSS
Sick Sinus Syndrome

ST
Sinus Tachycardia

stat. 
Immediately And Once Only (Statim)

STD 
Sexually Transmitted Disease

STM
Short Term Memory

STS 
Serology Test for Syphilis

SVC 
Superior Vena Cava

SVF 
Supraventricular Fibrillation

SVT 
Supraventricular Tachycardia

SWS
Slow-Wave Sleep

Sx
Symptoms and/or Signs

SXR 
Skull X-Ray

SZ
Schizophrenia, Seizure

T

T
Temperature

T0
No evidence of primary Tumour

T1 to T12 Indicates Thoracic vertebrae e.g. (T1, T2)

T1, T2, T3, T4 Indicates Size/ Progression/ Involvement of Tumour

TA
Therapeutic Abortion

T&A
Tonsillectomy and Adenoidectomy

TAA
Total Ankle Arthroplasty, Tumor-Associated Antigens

tab
Tablet

TAB
Therapeutic Abortion


TAH 
Total Abdominal Hysterectomy

TB
Total body, Tuberculosis

TBB
Trans-Bronchial Biopsy

TBF
Total Body Failure, overwhelming disease

TBI
Total Body Irradiation

TBL1 
Term Birth, Living Infant

TBW
Total Body Water

T&C
Type and Crossmatch (blood for transf.)

TCA
Tricyclic Antidepressant

TD
Tardive Dyskinesia (psych.), Transverse Diameter

tds (tid) Three Times A Day (Ter In Die)

TDT 
Tone Decay Test

TEA
Total Elbow Arthroplasty

TENS
Transcutaneous Nerve Stimulation

TF
Tetralogy of Fallot

TFT 
Thyroid Function Tests

TG
Triglycerides (serum)

TH 
Total Hysterectomy

THA
Total Him Arthroplasty

THDSO Total Hysterectomy and Double Salpingo-Oophortectomy

THR 
Total Hip Replacement

TI
Tricuspid Insufficiency

TIA 
Transient Ischemic Attack (of brain)

TIBC
Total Iron Binding Capacity

tid
Three Times a Day

TIS 
Tumour In Situ

TKA
Total Knee Arthroplasty

TKR 
Total Knee Replacement

TKVO
To Keep Vein Open (slow IV)

TL
Tubal Ligation

TLC 
Total Lung Capacity, Total Lymphocyte Count

TLE
Temporal Lobe Epilepsy

TM
Tympanic Membrane

TMJ
Temporo-Mandibular Joint

TMJS
Temporo-Mandibular Joint Syndrome

TNM
Tumor, Nodes, Metastases

TNS
Transcutaneous Nerve Stimulation

TOA
Tubo-Ovarian Abscess

TOP 
Termination Of Pregnancy

TOPV 
Trivalent Oral Polio Vaccine

TP
Total Protein

TPI
Test for syphilis

TPN
Total Parenteral nutrition

TPR
Temperature, Pulse, Respiration

tr.
Trace

TSA
Total Shoulder Arthroplasty

TSH
Thyroid-Stimulating Hormone

TSS 
Toxic Shock Syndrome

TT
Thrombin Time

TTB
Trans-Thoracic Biopsy

TTC
Tetracycline

TTP
Thrombotic Thrombocytopenic Purpura

TTS 
Temporary Threshold Shift

TUD 
Transurethral Diathermy

TUR
Trans-Urethral Resection

TRUBT Trans-Urethral Resection Bladder Tumor

TURP Trans-Urethral Resection of the Prostate gland

TVH
Total Vaginal Hysterectomy

TX 
Tissue Cannot Be Assessed

Tx
Traction, Treatment or Transfer

U

UA, Ua U/A Urine Analysis

UC
Ulcerative Colitis

UCD
Usual Childhood Diseases

Ucs
Unconscious

UE
Upper Extremity (arm and hand)

UES
Upper Esophageal Sphincter

UGI
Upper Gastrointestinal tract

UH
Uterine height

UL
Upper Lobe (of lungs)

UMN
Upper Motor Neuron

Ung
Ointment

URI
Upper Respiratory Infection

URQ 
Upper Right Quadrant

URT 
Upper Respiratory Tract

URTI
 Upper Respiratory Tract Infection

US
Urgences-Santé

U/S
Ultrasound

UTI 
Urinary Tract Infection

V

VA
Visual Acuity

VBI
Vertebro-Basilar Insufficiency

VC 
Vena Cava, Vital Capacity (lung test), Vocal Cords

VD
Veneral Disease

VE
Vaginal Examination

VF 
Ventricular Fibrillation, Visual Field

VHD 
Valvular Hear Disease

Vol
Volume

V&P
Vagotomy and pyloroplasty

VPB
Ventricular Premature Beat

VPC
Ventricular Premature Contraction

VS or V/S
Vital Signs (temp, BP, pulse resp rate)

vs
Against or versus

VSD
Ventricular Septal Defect

VSS
Vital Signs Stable

VT 
Ventricular Tachycardia

VUR
Vesico-Ureteral Reflux

VV
Varicose Veins

Vx
Vertex (obstetrics)

W

W
Wife

w
with

WB
Weight-Bearing, Whole Blood

WBC 
White Blood Cell, White Blood Count

WC
Whooping Cough, Wheelchair, White count

W/E
Weekend

WH
Well-Healed

wk
week


WNL 
Within Normal Limits

w/o
Without

wt
Weight

w/u
Work-up, set of investigations

X
X-match
Cross-match

XR
X-Ray

XRT
X-Ray Therapy

Y
y.o.
Years Old

yr
Year

Z
ZE
Zollinger-Ellison syndrome

ZES
Zollinger-Ellison Syndrome

ZIG
Zoster Immune Globulin

ZIP
Zoster Immune Plasma

Anatomical Divisions

Anatomical divisions are always made from the patients' point of view.

Clinical Divisions of the Abdomen

These divisions are for clinical examination and reporting. The abdomen is

divided into four quadrants with the umbilicus or navel being the intersecting

point.

Right upper quadrant

(RUQ or URQ)

Right lower quadrant

(RLQ or LRQ)

Left upper quadrant

(LUQ or ULQ)

Left lower quadrant

(LLQ)

Anatomical  Regions of the Abdomen

These divisions are for the purpose of locating the internal organs. The

abdomen is defined as the body cavity below the chest (thorax), separated by

the diaphragm.

Right Hypochondriacal Region

Epigastric Region

Right Lumbar Region

Right Iliac (Inguinal) Region

Hypogastric Region

Left Hypochondriacal Region

Umbilical Region

Left Lumbar Region

Left Iliac Region

Surface lines of the front of the thorax and abdomen





Directional and Positional Terms
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The following terms are those which are used to identify the location of parts of the human body in medicine and academic study. These terms are often used to describe a specific portion

of a structure or to compare the locations of two different structures. The hand is distal to the forearm or the medial portion of the frontal bone contains the frontal sinus are examples of this.
Abduction
—away from

Adduction
—towards

Afferent
—conducting towards a structure

Efferent
—conduction away from a structure

anterior (ventral) 
—front

posterior (dorsal)
—back

coronal (frontal)
—vertical body plane/ divides into front & back

distal 


—furthest from the centre or given point

proximal
—nearest the centre or given point

eversion
—turning outward

extension
—straightening

flexion

—bending

inferior (caudal literally "tail') 
—below

superior (cephalic)
—above

intermediate

—between medial and lateral

lateral


—side

medial (mesial)
—middle, towards the median plane

median

—in the middle of a structure

peripheral

—outer edges

plantar

—pert. to the sole of the foot

prone


—face or palm down

supine


—face or palm up

rotation (version)
—turning

sagittal                       —vertical body plane/ divides into left & right

transverse

—horizontal plane/ parallel to horizon

The standard anatomical position

Standing erect, facing the observer, arms are at the sides with palms facing forward.
T al position
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